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CURSILLO

A way of Living, 

uniquely gifted,

for bringing about the

New

EVANGELIZATION
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Cursillo (cur SEE yo) is a voluntary Lay

Movement of the Catholic Church started

in Spain, which presents a method and

strategy for living basic Christian Ideals.

The inherent message of Cursillo is to

share one’s Christianity in the normal

everyday activities of life … with your

family, in your workplace, in your

neighborhood, in your parish community,

and throughout the whole world.

Our Mission is the Church’s mission.

We’re fully Catholic, and obedient to the

Magisterium. Cursillo was endorsed by

Pope Paul VI (1966), Pope John Paul II

(1980) mentioned Cursillo as one of the

tools of the New Evangelization, and

Pope Francis (2011) wrote an inspiring

letter encouraging cursillistas in their

work in Argentina.

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a

voluntary lay administered organization

founded in 1962, and focused on

evangelization. Cursillo collects no dues

or fees of its member participants.

ULTREYA is published Monthly by the

English Language CURSILLO Movement

of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Views and

/ or opinions expressed in this newsletter

are those of the authors and contributors,

only, and not necessarily the views of the

AOD.

Contributors can submit information,

articles, artwork or other information to

the publisher, Gordon T. Peck at

gordontpeck@aol.com for inclusion in

the Newsletter. Archived copies of the

Newsletter are available on the Detroit

Cursillo website:

I WANT TO SEE !
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Saturday March 12, 2016

ULTREYA and 2nd

Reunion for Women’s 

Weekend #392
10:00 am – 11:30 am                    

Saint Malachy Church

Sterling Heights, MI

Tuesday March 22, 2016

ULTREYA and 3rd

Reunion for Women’s 

Weekend #392
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedict’s Church

Waterford, MI

May 12-15, 2016

Men’s Weekend
St. Paul of the Cross 

Retreat Center – Detroit MI

Cursillo 
Calendar

Sterling Heights (2nd Saturday)               

St. Malachy Parish
(Rectory Basement)                                            
10:00 – 11:30 am                                  
Sterling Heights                           
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.                 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312-6506        
Barb Davis  586 228 0264

Waterford (4th Tuesday)                  
St. Benedict Church
7:30 – 9:00 pm                                                  
80 Lynn Street                             
Waterford, MI 48328                              
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482

Ultreyas !
Reconnect with your Fourth Day 
Community; attend an ULTREYA 
near you, this month!
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C H R I S T   I S    
C O U N T I N G   

O N    U S !

be
Still

I AM
and

Know



News from your Lay Directors…

Several Cursillistas have been very busy this first quarter of

2016. First of all, we have a new website! Check it out at

detroitcursillo.com. Thank you Paul Sevin and Karen McConnell

for all the work you did to get this new site up and running. This

is just a start, so keep your eyes open for changes and

additions to our website. A great, big “Thank You” goes out to

Richard Schnur, who created, set up, and maintained our

original website for over 20 years. You have been a loyal

servant and we are truly thankful for all you have done for the

Cursillo Movement and the “ 4th Day” community.

Our Facebook page is once again active. All are welcome to

share posts, events, happenings, and communicate with your

fellow Cursillistas. We now have a “Social media” team that will

keep our page active.

We have decided to create a Parish Representative Team in an

effort to promote awareness of the Cursillo Movement to over

200 churches in our archdiocese. Charlotte Jaworski has

graciously agreed to be the Parish Rep. Coordinator. We would

like to have 1-2 parish reps at each parish in the AOD. This

would be a 1-2 year commitment. The main role would be to

act as a liaison between Cursillo and your parish, providing

postcards, posters, answering questions, and helping potential

Cursillistas to find a sponsor. We need your help to make this a

success. For more information, check out the Parish

Representative tab on the website or contact Charlotte at

jaworski.charlotteann@gmail.com.

Welcome to our newest Cursillistas from the Women’s

Weekend #392. We look forward to seeing you all at the next

Ultreya. Larry Davis’s team is currently in formation for the next

Men’s Weekend #393. It will take place at St. Paul of the Cross

Retreat Center in southwest Detroit on May 12-15, 2016. Start

praying about who God would like you to invite on this weekend

and get those applications in to Ann Modes or Karen Jogan.

Applications can be downloaded off the Cursillo website.

Ultreya!

Your Lay Directors, Ann Sliney & Tony D’Amico
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Cursillo Leaders' Prayer

Lord, grant that we may understand the necessity for depth in our movement, rather than

surface glory. Convince us of the truth that colourful programs do not constitute success.

My God, give us a spirit of self sacrifice so that we may offer everything for your cause: our

time, our abilities, our health and even our lives if necessary.

Instill in us courage in our initiatives, good judgment in our choice of the right means, and

that determination which in spite of failures assures victory

Move away from us the tiny rivalries, sensitivities, discourtesies, pride, everything which

distracts from You, everything which divides or discourages.

Help us to maintain at a high level a meaningful supernatural and mutual charity among

ourselves, so that each one will seek by preference the most humble tasks and will rejoice

at the good performed by others so that all our spirits united in a common purpose will have

one single sprit, Yours Jesus, and that this spirit may let us see Your attractive goodness

marked in all our faces, Your warm accents in all our words, and in our lives something

superior to the world, something that proclaims Your Living Presence among us.

Amen

St. Paul, Patron of Cursillo - Pray for us.

Our Lady of Guadelupe, Patron of the Americas - Pray for us.



St Florian

St. Florian was founded in 1907 and assigned its first

pastor, the Rev. Bernard Zmijewski, who was an immigrant

from Poznan in northwest Poland. Hamtramck was home

to hundreds of Polish immigrants who found work in the

Ford, Dodge, Hudson and Packard plants built in and near

Hamtramck. Ground was broken for the church in March,

1908. The cornerstone of the first church was laid on July

12, 1908, and was dedicated January 10, 1909, by Rt.

Rev. John S. Foley, Bishop of Detroit. The current church

(pictured) was completed in 1928 at the cost of $500,000.
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Mission of CURSILLO

"Go, therefore, and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you."

(Matthew 28:19-20)

In this election year we hear many voices

all shouting that they have the solution.

Most are what must be truly termed

‘ideologues” advancing their agendas and

not necessarily working toward the

‘solution” they targeted. In the midst of all

of this banter there is one (among many)

very troubling trend…government’s trend

toward determining what is and what is not

a matter of religious freedom. Cases are

headed for the Supreme Court brought by

defendants like, the Little Sisters of the

Poor, EWTN, Priests for Life, and many

other organizations that preach a gospel of

life. They are being compelled by our

government to provide (free of charge)

contraceptive (such as abortifacient drugs)

and sterilization options for their

employees, or face massive fines. EWTN

will be compelled to pay over $35,000 per

day if they do not comply. The Federal

Courts of Appeal in each of these cases

has stated that it appreciates the religious

convictions of the defendants, but

concludes that the mandate to provide

these services to their employees does not

impose substantial burden on their beliefs.

Only an appeal to the Supreme Court can

reverse this decision.

That is why it was with shock and disbelief

that many of us first heard of the death of

Justice Antonin Scalia. Known by the

quality of his decisions, Scalia maintained

strict adherence to ruling on cases from a

careful interpretation and respect for the

Constitution. He did not feel it was the

Justices role to advance any ideologies.

Creating policy is the work of the

Executive, creating laws is work of the

Congress, and ensuring that these laws do

not trample the rights of our constitution is

the work of the Court, according to Scalia.

That is why the funeral eulogy offered for

Justice Scalia is so important for us to

review. I watched the Mass on television. It

was carried in its entirety by EWTN and by

secular news sources in part. The priest

who celebrated the Funeral Mass was

Father Paul Scalia, one of the nine children

of Antonin Scalia.

Father Scalia began…

“We are gathered here because of one

man, a man known personally to many of

us, known only by reputation to may more,

scorned by others, a man known for great

controversy and for great compassion.

That man, of course, is Jesus Christ.”
9



“We give thanks, first of all, for the atoning

death and life-giving resurrection of Jesus

Christ. Our Lord died and rose not only for

all of us, but also for each of us. And at

this time we look to that yesterday of His

death and resurrection, and we give thanks

that He died and rose for Dad. Further we

give thanks that Jesus brought him to new

life in baptism, nourished him with the

Eucharist and healed him in the

confessional. We give thanks that Jesus

bestowed upon him 55 years of marriage to

the woman he loved, a woman who could

match him at every step and even hold him

accountable.”

Most in the Cathedral at that time, and

myself included wondered when Father

Paul would get around to listing his father’s

accomplishments. But he didn’t. Father

Paul got it right. What a most appropriate

time to remind all of us what is most

important in life. What a wonderful time

and place to preach the Gospel not just to

the reverent, but across the airwaves to

many who may have forgotten, or have

never truly heard it.

What is the Mission of Cursillo?

It is to preach this Gospel of Love around

the world. We have our marching orders…

it is unambiguous…make a friend, be a

friend, bring that friend to CHRIST.

Ultreya, my brothers and sisters.

- Gordon Peck
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24. The Church which “goes forth” is a community of missionary
disciples who take the first step, who are involved and supportive,
who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing community knows that
the Lord has taken the initiative, he has loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19),
and therefore we can move forward, boldly take the initiative, go
out to others, seek those who have fallen away, stand at the
crossroads and welcome the outcast. Such a community has an
endless desire to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of
the power of the Father’s infinite mercy. Let us try a little harder to
take the first step and to become involved. Jesus washed the feet
of his disciples. The Lord gets involved and he involves his own, as
he kneels to wash their feet. He tells his disciples: “You will be
blessed if you do this” (Jn 13:17). An evangelizing community gets
involved by word and deed in people’s daily lives; it bridges
distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces
human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others.
Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of the sheep” and the sheep
are willing to hear their voice. An evangelizing community is also
supportive, standing by people at every step of the way, no matter
how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be. It is familiar with
patient expectation and apostolic endurance. Evangelization
consists mostly of patience and disregard for constraints of time.
Faithful to the Lord’s gift, it also bears fruit. An evangelizing
community is always concerned with fruit, because the Lord wants
her to be fruitful. It cares for the grain and does not grow
impatient at the weeds. The sower, when he sees weeds sprouting
among the grain does not grumble or overreact. He or she finds a
way to let the word take flesh in a particular situation and bear
fruits of new life, however imperfect or incomplete these may
appear. The disciple is ready to put his or her whole life on the line,
even to accepting martyrdom, in bearing witness to Jesus Christ,
yet the goal is not to make enemies but to see God’s word
accepted and its capacity for liberation and renewal revealed.
Finally an evangelizing community is filled with joy; it knows how
to rejoice always. It celebrates every small victory, every step
forward in the work of evangelization. Evangelization with joy
becomes beauty in the liturgy, as part of our daily concern to
spread goodness. The Church evangelizes and is herself
evangelized through the beauty of the liturgy, which is both a
celebration of the task of evangelization and the source of her
renewed self-giving.

Evangelii Gaudium
Excerpts from the Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis

24 November 2013
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1. Barb Davis

2. Kari Natrass

3. Elaine Pluhatsch

4. Lisa Lewis

5. Amy Long

6. Carol Boulanger

7. Marie Garavaglia

8. Marisol Cross

The Greatest Weekend, Ever !
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9.   Fr. Charles Morris

10. Rene Inman

11. Laurie Gilbert

12. Anna Moore

13. Teresa Buynck

14. Mary Belanger

15. Grace VanHamme

16. Anita Kondyks

17. Dolores Zielinski

18. Charlotte Jaworski

19. Karen Chaffee

20. Bunny Schultz

21. Rita Etlinger

22. Yolanda Richter

23. Dianna Martin

24. Kim Maul



MEN’s WEEKEND #393

May 12-15, 2016

Saint Paul of the Cross 

Retreat Center

Detroit, MI

Sign Up 

your male friends, Now!  

Forms available at:
www.cursillodetroit.com 

If you would like to share your own 
Fourth Day Reflection; send an 

article or contact Gordon Peck at  
gordontpeck@aol.com.  Articles 

can be any length and we can help 
you write it, if you prefer.  
May the LORD Bless You.

“Humanity really does seek its
own betterment, but is often
misguided in searching for
solutions. As in the time of the
Old Testament Prophets, the
cure for the world’s ills does
not lie in a better government,
better laws, better economic
programs, but in the hearts
and consciences turning to
God.

We will find persons made in
the image of God. If we do
not believe this truth then no
evangelization will be possible.
We cannot look at the world
turned away from Christ as
second class or beneath us. If
we give off this tone of
arrogance, no one will want
what we have. They will see
only contradictions and
hypocrisy. Jesus evangelized
the hopelessly lost because he
saw the God within them.”

- Father Frank Salmani
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Five Pillars of the Spiritual Life: 

A Practical Guide to Prayer for                       

Active People
Father Robert Spitzer

Ignatius Press 2008

Rediscover Lent
Matthew Kelly
Saint Anthony Messenger 2011

Because GOD is Real
Peter Kreeft
Ignatius Press 2008

Praying the Gospels
Father Mitch Pacwa
Word Among Us 2016



11 PEOPLE ON A ROPE 

Eleven people were hanging on a rope 

under a helicopter…

10 men and 1 woman.

The rope was not strong enough to carry 

them all.  So they decided that one had to 

let go, otherwise they were all going to fall. 

They weren't able to choose that person, 

until the woman gave a very touching 

speech.  She said that she would voluntarily 

let go of the rope, because, as a woman, 

she was used to giving up everything 

for her husband and kids or for men in 

general, and was used to always making 

sacrifices, with little in return. 

As soon as she finished her speech, 

All the men started clapping . . . 

…and GOD invented Humor

“Ignorance of Scripture 

is ignorance of Christ.”
- Saint Jerome

Spring begins March 21st



COME HOLY SPIRIT 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of Your faithful 

and kindle in us the fire of Your love. 

Send forth Your Spirit 

and we shall be created. 

And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Oh God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful 

grant that by that same Holy Spirit 

we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice 

in His consolations 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Pray for Our 

Spiritual Directors

and hosts 

of our Ultreyas
Father Chris Talbot

Deacon Jack Parent

Father Don Archambault

Father Paul Ballien

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Father Charles Morris

Deacon Bob Modes

Father Ron DeHondt

Deacon Don Baross

Father Mark Brauer

Deacon Tom Sliney

Father Joseph Gembala

Deacon Paul Mueller

Father Vic Clore

Father Jack Baker

Father James Mayworm

…they’re praying for us!

Father Maurice Pierce…

Father Ron Milligan…

Pray for us!
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Final Word  

YOU ARE SENT, CURSILLISTAS…GO!

MAKE a FRIEND, BE a FRIEND,
BRING a FRIEND to CHRIST

18

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went
to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the
town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that
region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the
Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

Romans 10 : 13 - 17

For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed?

And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone to preach?
And how can people preach unless they are sent?
As it is written,

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news!
But not everyone has heeded the good news;

for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what was heard from us?
Thus faith comes from what is heard,

and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.


